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Futlic  Health  Fe:  a.rtnient , 
Tov/n  Hal  1 , 

Fraiatree. 

Cl.TJ  6H3 

October  1972 


To  the  Ghairr.an  and  Members  of  Braintree  Rural  District  Council. 


it:,  chrimm!',  L’-DIZS  a::d  ozitizotr 

I have  rleasura  in  presenting'  mv  annual  report  on  the  health,  vital 
statistics  and  senitarp  circumstances  of  the  area. 

I am  i^-rateful  to  Dr.  J.  A.  Slattery,-,  Area  Medical  Officer,  Mid-Essex, 
for  prcvidinp  statistics  of  the  word  carried  out  at  the  Essex  County  Council 
Clinics  in  the  area. 


The  Repistrsr  General's  estimate  of  the  mid-year  population  is  23,760 
indicating  a decrease  of  680  since  1970. 

■There  were  in  1971  d23  live  births  recorded,  225  male  and  I9S  female. 

O'f  rhese  births  I9  were  illegitimate,  representing  4 per  cent  01  all  live 
cirxhs,  compared  -.ith  £ per  cent  for  England  and  Tales. 

^ -here  were  6 infant  deaths  recorded,  causes  of  deaths  being  given  as 
1 ) -.cute  respiratory  tract  infection  (2)  Asphyicia.  Inhalation  of  vomit.  Virus 
iniecticn  v3)  Congestive  cardiac  failure,  congenital  heart  disease  and  cerebral 
raer.crrnage  (4)  rrimary  atelectasis,  urethral  obstruction  and  hydronephrosis, 
(p)  r.espiratory  iistress  s.jTidrome.  rrenaturity  (6)  Cerebra.l  haemorrhage, 
ccnger.ital  heart  disease. 


Erne  ceath  rate  corrected  b:'  comparability  figure  of  0.94  was  10.0  compared 
witn  11.0  icr  England  am  hales.  Deaths  from  coronary/'  heart  disease  dropiped 
ircm  z.L.c.1'^  men  in  I57O  to  29  in  1'971  cut  in  women  dea.ths  from  this  condition 
rose  from  20  to  27  during  the  same  years. 

..it-i  reran  to  noiifiatle  infectious  disease,  it  v/as  a disapnointment  the.t 
7g  cases  01  measles  “/ere  notified  when  this  d.isease  could  be  eradicated  by 
Vc-ccir.aticr. . -any  people  touay  v/ould  not  need  to  wear  hearing  aids  if  they 
ccuiii  have  ceen  vaccinate'l  before  they  bad  measles. 

E.'roughcur  mess  of  z'r.e  ^'■ear  drinliing  v/c,ter  was  generally  satisfactory 
reraninp’  ccir.  aua_ixy  -ni  c^uantity  excep-x  at  'Terling  v/aterv/orhs  where  the 

.:.evei  ax  C.1  p.p.m.  is  still  belov/  the  recommended  level  to  lirevent 
ier.xa_  lecay.  ring  ucnuary  in  the  Eastern  part  of  the  Council's  area  the 
.''.ixro gen  rose  to  a figure  “'hich,  although  above  the  menrimnim 

reccmienieu  _sve_  amseci  in  the  h'crld  Health  Organisation ' s European  Standards 
-cr  irin-^inr  waxer  'was  .a evert .ael ess  fortunately  not  high  enough  to  have  caused 
any  cases  of  infantile  mexhaemcglobinaeuia. 


The  ler.rz'r.i'  tash.  of 
aelays  in  the  scheme  fer 
concern.  Schemes  are  in 


fulla- 

Ccg.ges' 


pro. XT 


sev/ering  the  Ccuncil's  area  has  been  held  up  by 
hall  ana  Ifelvedon  which  has  given  cause  for  much 
for  other  parts  of  the  Sural  District. 
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frateful  to  the  Chairman 
inte'rest  and  support  and 
and  also  my  collea.pues  in 
the  ;'ear. 


and  menders  of  the  Public  Kec.lth  Committee 
to  mho  Chief  Public  Health  Insr.ector  and 
oc'ier  departments  for  their  co— opera, tion 


fours  faithfully, 


ELI 


ITH  J. 


VALTHM. 


Lledical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  Ai:i)  SOCIilL  CCITDITICNS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acreo 

Fopulaticn  (Registrar  General's  esti-aate) 

^.uraoer  of  inhabited  houses  accordini^  to  ra.te  books 
Rateable  value 

Sun  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ... 


59,234 

23,760 

8,511 

£790,835 

£3,130 


LIVE  FIRTHS 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Hale  Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

216 

188 

404 

Illegitimate 

9 

10 

19 

Total  live  births 

225 

198 

423 

Firth  rate  per  1,000  estimated 

population 

• • « 

• • • 

Illeeiticate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births... 
Firth  rate  corrected  by  conparability  figure  of  I.04  ... 
Firth  rate  for  England  and  'Tales  per  1,000  population  ... 

STILL  FIRTHS 


Legitinate 

lllegitinate 


Hale  Female  Total 
4 1 5 


Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ... 
nate  per  1,000  total  births  England  and  Wales.. 
Total  live  and  still  births  - 428 

Z3a::t  ieates 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  - 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total  infant  deaths 


• • • 

• • • 


Hale  Female  Total 
4 2 6 


Total  infana  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  iniani  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
j-- legitimate  inrant  deatns  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
hec-natal  mortality  rats  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total 
live  births) 

' •••  •••  •••  ••• 

:i:ar_y  nec-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000 

^ / •••  •••  •••  ••• 

-er^r™cai  mcrta_ity  rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week 
^ccmcir.sd  per  ",000  to-al  live  and  still  births)  ... 

infantile  mortality  for  England  and  'Tales  per  1,000  live  births 

— ~n_.hL (including  abortion) 

R-imber  of  deaths 

',1^0  tota_  live  and  still  births  ...  ... 

Hale  Female  Total 

128  124  252 


n ra.e 

ra“ce  ccrrec^s 


' ,CC0  sstima-e  poj/alaticn  ... 

ccmtaracility  figure  of  O.94 


cdui  rate  per  i,uo0 


England  and  V/ale: 


17.8 

4.0 

18.5 

16.0 


12.0 

12.0 


14.0 

15.0 

Nil. 


7.0 


5.0 


16.0 

18.0 


Nil. 

Nil. 


10.6 

10.0 

11.6 


ra.„os  arc  calculated  on  the  estims-ted  population  given 
Ins  nemistra:  - ' - ^ 
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de;.ths  yRoi:  all  causes  1971 


The  table  -belcv;  :vas  coT.piled  from  li.r^ures  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General  ana  the  classification  is  given  under  the  seventy-three  headin^^s 
caseaon  the  International  Abbreviated  List  (B  list)  of  the  International 

°^idinal  list,  circulated  to  iledical  Officers  of  Health 
an  boo,  nas  ceen  changed  to  include  additional  headings  in  order  to  improve 
coraparacality  vith  statistics  published  each  year  in. the  Registrar  General's 
b.^tis.acal  review.  Only  those  cause  headings  with  deaths  allocated  to  them 

S.lOViTl# 


aa:;,  other  diarrhoeal  diseases 
ate  effects  of  respiratory  tuberculosis 
ther  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
neoplasm,  buccal  cavity  etc. 
=.lignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

alignant  neoplasm,  intestine 

alignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

alignant  neoplasm.,  breast 

— -dnant  necpTasm.,  uterus  . 

zlignant  neoplasm,  prostate 

rukaemia 

:ner  malignent  neoplasms 
lacetes  mellitus  , 

-her  endocrine  etc.  diseases 
Rental  disorders 
Rultiple  sclerosis 
Ctner  diseases  of  nervous  system  . 
vnronic  mmeumatigheart  disease  . 

H;-m;er tensive  disease 
rschaem.ic  heart  disease 
^“^ner  forms  cf  heart  disease 
uerecrovascular  disease  . 

Ctner  aiseases  cf  circulatory  system 
Influenza 
rneumcnia 

Tronchitis  and  emphysema 
Ctner  aiseases  of  respiratory  s^rstem 
Tettic  ulcer 

"•  • • 

Afcendicitis 

• • 

-r.vestina^  ccstructicn  and  hernia.. 

Ctner  aiseases  cf  digestive  system. 

-g.-perplasia  cf  prostate 
ctner  aiseases,  genitc-urinary  sg'ster 
Cl  irascu^c-s.nel etal  system 
^ S-h  bs.czz2.iLbs  m • » 

“ " 5 .j  ^c..^cur,  etc. 

.^--cms  ana  :: — aefimea  ccnditicns 
—ctcr  vehicle  accide’"t  = 

All  ether  accidents 
Suicide 


I'.'Ial  e 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

9 


6 

1 

5 

1 

1 

5 

4 

29 

2 
9 
9 

1 

11 

5 
3 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 

2 

1 

3 

3 


Female 


2 

6 

3 

4 

1 


7 

3 

1 

1 

4 
1 
2 

27 

12 

18 

3 

7 

4 
1 
2 


2 


2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 


Total  All  Causes 


128 


124 
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GE'IEILIL  FROVISICITS 


QF  PULLIC  HEALTH  SERVICE 


(a)  Under  the  control  of  the  iissex  County  Council 

(i)  Child  Health  Clinics  were  held  at  the  following  Centres  during  the  year 


BLACH  HCBLEY 

Village  Hail 

1st  Thursday 

2 

p.m. 

Attendances 

324 

CCCCESILILL 

Sr.  Peter's  Room 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday 

2 

p.m. 

1,069 

Scnool  Clinic 

2nd  Uonday 

10 

a.ra. 

43 

CBESSZ'G 

Hission  Hall,  Fya  Green 

1st  Honday 

2 

p.m. 

238 

Town  Hall 

1st  Eonday 

2 

p.m. 

362 

BIRLrrG 

Roe  Hew  Village  Hall 

1st  Tuesday 

2 

p.m. 

309 

Church  Hall,  Zaldon  Road 

2nd  and  4'th  Tuesday 

2 

p.m. 

918 

St.  Hary's  Hall 

2nd  Friday 

2.30 

p.m. 

246 

Village  Hall 

3rd  Eonday 

2. 15 

p.m. 

313 

(ii)  Hone  Help  Service 

Tnis  service  was  administered  from  the  Area  Health  Office,  75  Spring-field 
-^oad,  onel„siora,  until  July  197’!  and  then  from  the  Social  Services 
^eparxment , 23  Boching  End,  Brs,intree. 

(iii)  Anh-ulance  Ser^/ice:- 

I'ne  — .rc:j.  -.-SuriCo  c_  rraintree  is  served  by  the  Ambulance  Station, 
rraintree  ana  T’itham. 


(iv) 


creac 


• ccra' 


ex  C oun  l y 
teriologi: 
3 of  se'va 


ocuncil  provide  a laboratory  service  v/hich  includes 
cal  and  cnemical  analysis  of  water  samples,  the  chemical 
ge  eiiluents,  tne  oacteriolorica,!  ez3.r:;inaticn  of  ice 
xar.inaxicn  oi  oxner  foods  for  pathogenic  organisms, 
as  are  carriea  cut  cy  either  the  Counties  Public  Health 
ay's  ^nn  r.oaa,  Lonacn,  L.C.I.,  or  the  Public  Health 
isicra  ana  nssex  r.ospital , Hew  London  Hoad,  Chelmsford. 


(c) 


onaer  control  of  i,he  i>orth-East  Hetropolitan  Regional 
*-.c spiral  roard:- 


(i) 


c.d.  t 


-eenly  at  St.  Hichael’s  Hospital,  Braintree. 
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iyEVALs::c2  of  a>.'D  co::ticol  over  irjFECTious  ~dt  s.ease 


DISEASES 

Total  iTotified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Diphtheria 

Dyser.r  ery 

2 

Encephalitis 

- 

- 

— 

rcoc.  roisoning 

- 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

Heasles 

79 

Eenrngococcal  Infection 

— 

Farat^.'phoid  Fever 

1 

raralytrc  -rcliocyelitis 

— 

i*  on.— paral  n’t  i c ? ol  icryel  it  i s 
Scarlet  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

Fooeroulosis , Fulrcnary 

1 

Dncercnlosis , Ion— tulnonarv 

1 

Ti’hccpir.g  Cough 

2 

- 

- 

Totals 

87 

- 

- 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICES, 
St.  Peter’s  Close, 
Booking,  Braintree. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  this,  my  25th  Report,  on 
the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District  and  the  work  of 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors'  and  Housing  Department  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1971*  It  is  to  a large  extent  a 
statistical  report  on  the  many  aspects  of  our  work  together 
with  some  enlargement  on  the  more  important  duties. 

At  the  time  of  my  first  report  in  19^7,  conditions  were 
very  abnormal  following  the  second  World  War  and  there  w^ere 
many  restrictions  on  new  building  works,  the  provision  of 
sewerage  schemes,  and  other  capital  expenditure.  The  Housing 
situation  v/as  bad,  and  temporary  accommodation  was  being 
acquired  as  soon  as  it  became  surplus  to  other  requirements. 

Consideration  to  the  provision  of  a sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  scheme  for  the  parishes  of  Finchingf ield , Wethersfield 
and  Bardfield  v:as  well  advanced  but  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  even  at  that  time  mention  was  made  of  the  urgency  to 
provide  similar  facilities  for  the  Parishes  of  Rayne,  Stisted 
and  Bradwell;  that  the  Coggeshall  works  were  overloaded;  and 
that  the  Hatfield  Peverel  works  was  functioning  beyond  its 
designed  capacity  and  would  need  enlargement  to  cope  with  the 
anticipated  growth  of  the  village  and  also  to  deal  with  the 
sewage  from  Terling,  anothe?^  village  without  that  facility  at 
that  time. 

Refuse  collection  was  very  primitive  and  often  irregular, 
and  a few  villages  had  no  service  whatsoever.  I drew  the 
Council's  attention  to  the  need  to  acquire  suitable  and 
sufficient  sites  for  disposing  of  liousehold  refuse,  the  only 
sites  available  at  that  time  being  small  pits  at  Coggeshall  and 
Terling . 

Now  to  the  present  and  a much  brighter  picture. 

The  Council  has  pursued  a fairly  active  Housing  policy 
resulting  in  the  production  of  over  1,600  post  war  Council 
Houses  and  there  has  been  a vast  improvement  in  the  standard  of 
private  housing  largely  as  a result  of  work  under  the  Housing 
Acts  and  particularly  following  the  introduction  of  Improvement 
Grants . 

A large  proportion  of  the  District  is  now’  fully  sewered; 
other  schemes  are  in  progress  or  due  for  early  com!nencement  but 
unfortunately  the  proposals  for  Coggeshall  and  Kelvedon  seem  to 
have  been  fraught  with  snags  and  delays. 
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The  Council  now  has  a refuse  collection  service  of  which 
I think  it  can  be  well  satisfied  and  owns  a tip  for  disposal 
which  is  adequate  for  several  years  to  come. 

What  of  the  future?  Perhaps  next  year  when  more  is  known 
about  Local  Government  Re-organisation,  may  be  a more  appro- 
priate time  to  comment  on  this. 

In  conclusion,  I would  thank  the  Council's  Engineer  & 
Surveyor  for  the  information  on  Drainage  and  Sewerage;  the 
Colchester  Water  Board  for  the  information  contained  in  the 
section  on  Water  Supplies;  and  express  my  thanks  and 
appreciation  to  all  other  officers  of  the  Council  for  their 
help  and  co-operation  throughout  the  year;  to  Councillors  for 
their  support  and  interest;  and  in  particular  to  my  own  staff 
for  their  loyalty  and  efficient  manner  in  which  they  have 
carried  out  their  duties. 

I ajfl,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


C.CPGAR 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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S.-\NITARY  CIRCITI-IST.VXCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


WATER 


This  section  of  the  repox't  is  based  largely  on  inform- 
ation kindly  sxipplied  by  the  Colchester  Water  Board  who 
became  responsible  for  the  provision  and  maintenance  of  an 
adequate  and  satisfactory  supply  of  water  throughout  the 
Council's  area,  in  April,  I969.  Unf or tunately , records  are 
now  kept  in  a different  manner  to  those  of  this  Council 
prior  to  April,  19^9  and  it  is  therefore  not  possible  to 
give  separate  information  on  some  aspects.  In  addition  the 
figures  quoted  are  for  the  year  1st  April,  1971  to  31st  March 
1972  and  not  the  calendar  year  of  1971. 

Generally,  the  public  supplies  remained  satisfactory  in 
both  quality  and  quantity  although  there  were  the  usual 
complaints  of  lack  of  pressure;  complete  loss  of  water  (in 
the  main  due  to  fractured  pipes  or  engineering  works),  and 
of  taint  or  smell  usually  associated  with  over  chlorination. 

Sixty-five  samples  of  water  were  taken  by  the  Council's 
Officers  during  the  year  from  supplies  within  the  District 
and  1,325  by  the  Board  from  the  whole  of  their  area.  Of  the 
latter,  1,23-4  were  satisfactory,  l4  suspicious,  and  77 
unsatisfactory.  Of  the  77  unsatisfactory  samples  30  were 
taken  from  the  raw  water  at  Terling  Springs,  a fact  which  is 
not  really  surprising  in  view  of  the  past  history  of  this  supply. 
However,  the  gas  chlorinator  at  these  works  is  quite  capable 
of  taking  care  of  any  likely  contamination  and  the  supply  is 
further  protected  by  an  atitomatic  cut-out  which  stops  the 
pumps  if  the  chlorinator  should  fail. 

This  water  is  chlorinated  to  give  a residual  of  0.6  p.p.m. 
as  it  passes  into  supply,  whilst  the  majority  of  other  sources 
are  chlorinated  to  give  a residual  of  0.2  p.p.m. 

During  the  year  8.95  miles  of  mains  were  laid  in  the 
Braintree  Urba.n  and  Rural  Districts  and  648  houses  connected 
to  the  distribution  system;  both  figures  being  an  increase  on 
the  previous  year.  Separate  figures  are  not  available  for  the 
tw’o  Authorities. 

Details  of  the  quantity  of  v;ater  pumped  at  the  three 
stations  in  the  area  are  given  below  together  with  a typical 
Analyst's  report  on  each  water.  In  addition  to  the  quantities 
shown  263,107,000  gallons  v/ere  taken  in  bulk  from  the  Lea 
Valley  Vater  Company,  the  West  Suffolk  t^ater  Board,  Chelmsford 
R.D.C.  , and  the  Essex  k'ater  Company  to  augment  supplies  in  the 
Braintree  and  Halstead  Rural  Districts. 

Details  of  the  various  works  herewith; - 
Fetches  Bridsge  Waterv/orks 


Number  of  gallons  pumped  1971/1972 
Daily  average  pumped  1971/1972 


102,630 , 000 
281,000 


w'lr 



■ * _- 

fj  ^ A:  ' 


e^ 


V ' 

it  •'*^Ji**’“-*an»*T"^iiBt  • 


■■  '■  w 

'v-rti--  J.V'  ......riSiiir-r^o? 


. \ ■ 


I ' 

i.»«D^Cf 

■ - >uWqO 
• v,;''>7l  '*^Xfn 
•"  c 4 riq 

■ 


ovij  , 

■ I j'liOO 
' " 'ifdiJI 
I I ‘■.  J “ttfl. 


.-  m'tIO 
, .'  b.'in 

it.'}  tf  .nJt-  ■ ; 

-■  ’ 


■1  '.uf/q^ 


It  1/'} 


O J 

n'l-ij 


. I '• 


\ I ’f 


» i 


Analyst's  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water 


This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 
neutral  in  reaction  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  minute 
traces  of  iron  and  zinc.  The  water  is  very  hard  in  character 
but  contains  no  excess  of  mineral  or  saline  constituents  in 
solution.  It  conforms  to  the  highest  standard  of  organic 
quality . 

These  results  indicate  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable 
for  public  supply  purposes,  from  the  aspect  of  the  chemical 
analysis.  Its  hardness  would  be  disadvantageous  for  uses  with 
soap.  Fluoride  content  l.l.p.p.m. 

Coggeshall  Waterworks 

Number  of  gallons  pumped  1971/1972  ...  ...  41,822,000 
Daily  average  pumped  1971/1972  ...  ...  115,000 

Analyst's  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water 

This  sample  shows  a trace  of  flocculent  matter  including  iron 
in  suspension.  It  is  free  from  other  metals  apart  from  a minute 
trace  of  zinc.  Its  reaction  is  on  the  alkaline  side  of 
neutrality.  The  hardness  of  the  water  is  moderate;  its  somewhat 
high  content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  is  normal  for 
this  source  and  is  not  considered  excessive  for  drinlcing  and 
domestic  uses.  The  water  conforms  to  the  highest  standard  of 
organic  quality. 

Apart  from  the  slight  objection  to  the  trace  of  iron  in  the 
sample,  these  results  indicate  a pure  and  w'holesome  water 
suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  uses,  from  the  aspect  of 
chemical  analysis. 

Fluoride  content  3»4.p.p.ra. 

Terling  Waterv;orks  (Springs) 

Number  of  gallons  pumped  1971/1972  ...  ...  27»4l4,000 

Daily  average  pumped  1971/1972  ...  ...  75»000 

Analyst's  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in 
reaction  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  very  minute  traces  of 
zinc  and  iron.  The  water  is  exceedingly  hard  in  character  but 
contains  no  excess  of  mineral  or  saline  constituents  in  solution. 
It  conforms  to  the  highest  standard  of  organic  quality. 

These  results  indicate  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable 
for  public  supply  purposes,  from  the  aspect  of  the  chemical 
analysis.  Its  high  hardness  will  however  be  disadvantageous 
for  uses  with  soap. 

Fluoride  content  O.lp.p.m. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Generally . 

Further  pro^^ress  with  the  provision  of  new  schemes  was 
made  during  the  year. 

The  Rayne  and  Panfield  Scheme  was  commissioned  late  in 
1970  and  by  the  end  of  1971  a large  number  of  properties  in 
the  tiN'o  villages  were  connected  to  the  new  sewers. 

Work  commenced  on  the  construction  of  the  Great  Saling 
and  Shalford  Scheme  in  April  and  good  progress  had  been 
maintained  to  the  end  of  the  year.  The  Scheme  should  be 
completed  in  mid  1972. 

With  regard  to  the  Coggeshall  - Kelvedon  Scheme  it  \'ja.s 
necessary  to  find  an  alternative  site  for  the  treatment  works. 

A planning  application  was  made  for  a new  site  early  in 
the  year  and  after  considerable  delay  a consent  was  received 
subject  to  a condition  which  rendered  the  site  useless  for 
the  purpose  intended  and  it  was  necessary  yet  again  to  agree 
a revised  site. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  planning  consent  for  a suitable 
site  had  been  obtained. 

The  difficulties  experienced  in  the  preparation  of  this 
most  important  scheme  are  a matter  of  great  concern  and  can 
only  result  in  delay  to  future  development  in  these  villages. 

A local  investigation  into  the  proposed  Bradw'ell  and 
Stisted  Scheme  was  held  in  March  following  v/hich  the  Department 
of  the  EnA'ironment  approved  the  Scheme  in  principle  and  work 
w'as  commenced  on  the  preparation  of  contract  ddcu-nents . This 
scheme  should  be  commenced  in  1972. 

A Tender  was  accepted  for  the  new  White  Notley  Works 
during  the  year  and  work  commenced  in  August.  Good  progress 
was  made  on  the  work  and  if  this  is  maintained  the  work  should 
be  completed  by  the  end  of  1972. 

From  this  report  it  is  apparent  that  considerable  progress 
has  been  made  during  the  year  but  it  is  very  disappointing  to 
record  that  the  major  Scheme  for  Coggeshall  and  Kelvedon  is  still 
far  from  being  commenced.  No  effort  should  be  spared  to  get 
this  Scheme  iinder  way. 

With  the  completion  of  the  larger  village  schemes  many 
insanitary  areas  %vill  be  cleared  up  but  several  small  isolated 
areas  still  remain.  These  have  been  referred  to  in  the  past, 
and  the  preparation  of  small  schemes  for  these  areas  should  be 
commenced  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  detailed  position  v;ith  regard  to  the  various  v/orks  is 
as  follows : - 
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Co,»r.?!:e shall  & Kelvedon 


Little  fur  tiler  can  be  said  on  the  condition  of  these  old 
works.  Every  effort  is  made  to  maintain  them  as  well  as 
possible  in  extremely  difficult  conditions. 

The  pumping  stations  are  equally  difficiilt  and  expensive 
to  maintain  with  old  and  obsolete  mechanical  equipment. 

Their  design  is  such  that  in  times  of  heavy  rain,  flooding 
is  an  automatic  occurence. 

Hatfield  Pevere],  and  Terling 

These  works  continue  to  produce  an  effluent  of  a high 
standard  as  required  by  the  River  Authority.  This  standard 
is  obtained  by  the  use  of  the  effluent  lagoon  completed  in 

1970. 

Considerable  discharges  continue  to  be  received  from  the 
creamery  which  involves  careful  supervision  and  maintenance  to 
maintain  the  effluent  standttrd. 

Ra~s~ne  and  Panfield 

This  relatively  new  plant  has  operated  well  during  the 
year  as  an  increasing  nuimber  of  connections  were  made  to  the 
system. 

Ve  thersf ield 


Both  civilian  and  Air  Ministry  sections  of  these  works 
continue  to  operate  well,  producing  very  high  quality  effluent. 

Vith  the  greatly  reduced  personnel  at  li.A.F,  Wethersfield 
the  flow'  from  this  Station  was  greatly  reduced. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  orders  w^ere  placed  for 
the  reconditioning  of  the  pumping  equipment  at  the  Great 
Bardfield  Pumping  Station. 

White  Motley 

This  grossly  overloaded  works  was  maintained  with  some 
difficulty.  The  completion  of  the  new  works  will  result  in 
the  abandonment  of  the  existing  plant. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  orders  were  placed  for  the 
complete  recondi tioziing  of  all  pumps  at  White  Notley  Pumping 
Station . 


Cornish  Kail  End 

This  small  extended  aeration  plant  continues  to  operate 
well  ■vvith  regular  maintenance. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Collection  of  Do'nestic  Refuse 

There  is  little  that  can  be  usefully  said  about  this 
service  in  This  year  except  that  it  continued  to  function 
sniootiily  and  satisfactorily  throughout  and  with  the  absolute 
miniiruun  of  complaints. 

Over  a number  of  years,  various  means  have  been  tried  to 
overcome  problems  caused  by  holidays,  particularly  the  a.nnual 
ones.  For  some  time  now  the  service  has  closed  down  for  one 
week  during  August,  the  remainder  of  the  holidays  being 
staggered  from  May  to  October.  This  practice  has  created 
problems  and  brought  with  it  a certain  amount  of  criticisra  frora 
ratepayers,  so  for  the  first  time,  holidays  were  staggered 
completely  and  there  was  no  close-down.  This  innovation  w£is 
only  possible  because  of  the  addition  to  the  service  in  1970 
of  li.  spare  man  and  tlie  employment  of  a student  during  the  peak 
period  of  the  summer. 

Since  this  new  method  functioned  even  better  than  had  been 
hoped  for  and  was  so  much  appreciated,  it  is  intended  to  continue 
it  in  future  years. 

No  new  vehicles  were  purchased  during  the  year  but  follow- 
ing indications  that  one  cf  the  existing  ones  was  reaching  the 
end  of  its  useful  life,  an  order  was  placed  for  two  new  machines, 
one  for  deliA'ery  very  early  in  1972  and  the  other  in  the 
financial  year  1972/73* 

Disposal  of  Refuse 

All  the  domestic  and  trade  refuse  collected  in  the  Rural 
District  was  disposed  of  at  the  newly  acquired  tip  at  Shalford. 

As  anticipated  when  this  land  was  first  acquired  the 
satisfactory  working  of  it  has  not  been  easy,  but  the  amount  of 
forethought  and  supervision  given  at  the  outset  of  the  operations, 
was,  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  beginning  to  prove  its  value. 

A project  such  as  this  is  quite  a considerable  one  and  one 
of  the  main  objectives  (apart  from  the  obvious  one  of  disposing 
of  the  refuse  in  a satisfactory  manner)  was  to.  make  use  of  all 
available  space  for  tipping  and  at  the  same  time  to  provide 
adequate  covering  material  in  the  right  places. 

In  achieving  this  it  was  necessary  for  the  mechanical 
shovel  to  w'orV:  harder  and  longer  than  at  first  anticipated  and 
this  has  been  reflected  in  the  rather  excessive  wear  in  the 
machine  which  is  becoming  more  and  more  apparent.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  found  practical  for  the  ma.chine  to  carry  out 
operations  which,  in  the  early  days  were  considered  only  possible 
by  the  temporary  and  periodica.l  hiring  of  much  heavier  equipment. 

One  rather  disconcer ting  problem  did  arise  - the  effect  of 


21 


-% 


.1.  <stsl'Y*10« 

•’.  .1  J9V0 

. I . Tfrl?  • 

V 0*1 

• >f;  X-lnof 
'-*V-6  -■'  '^•O. 
' ■ I • h<rl’a«'qf 


■y 

11  a.t^  . ■ 


■A  bD'fJOirf' 

■ Ti  <-i<]:'  i i 


■ • ^rn  .-  r Slii 

■ -li'i  ( bftv" 


f 'r  i&ti.o 


/?  

**  >. 


A 


j } ••  ' f. ,IC3 

S‘  ^ • 

r i ‘ Ci  f»tl 
>15  r.K 


' O 


the  constant  noise  and  vibration  on  the  operator.  This  had  not 
been  anticipated  but  v/hon  the  seriousness  of  it  was  realised  a 
nviT.iber  of  remedial  measures  were  carried  out  in  an  effort  to 
niinimise  the  problem. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  not  one  single  comolaint  of 
fly  or  rat  infestation  was  received,  no  doubt  because  of  the 
regular  treat'iient  given  to  control  these. 

Civic  Ainenities  Act,  1^67. 

115  visits  were  made  during  the  year  in  connection  with 
abandoned  motor  vehicles,  as  a result  of  which  16  cars  were 
removed  for  disposal  as  scrap,  at  a cost  to  the  Council  of 
£39.50  and  of  \;hich  £20.  50  was  recovered  from  offending  owners. 

No  prosecutions  were  taken  under  this  legislation. 

There  was  some  criticism  from  various  soiirces  regarding’  the 
lapse  of  time  between  the  abandonment  of  a vehicle  and  its 
removal  for  destruction.  Unless  the  Council  provide  a compound 
to  which  cars  can  be  taken  and  be  protected  from  vandalism  while 
enquiries  regarding  ownership,  etc.  are  completed,  this  delay  is 
inevi table . 

A certain  amount  of  indiscriminate  dumping  still  takes  place 
- although  on  a much  smaller  scale  - but  this  was  adequately 
coped  w'ith  by  routine  clearance. 

One  prosecution  was  taken  by  the  Pold.ce  for  illegal  dumping 
and  the  offender  was  fined  £10.00. 
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SU^rMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 


1971 


Housing  Inspectioris 

Revisits  and  inspections  of  work  in  progress 

to  premises  and  interviews  with  owners,  builders  etc, 
and  inspections  re.  Improvement  Grants 
re.  Council  House  applications  and  exchanges 
and  inspections  prior  to  removals  to  Council  Houses 
to  Old  Persons  Flatlets 

and  inspections  following  rent  arrears  and  Notices 


Garage  Allocations 

Overcrowding  and  permitted  numbers 


Vi  si ts 
Visits 
Visits 
Visits 
Visits 
Visits 
to  Qui t . 

Visits  re 
Visits  re 

Visits  to  premises  re.  Qualification  Certificates 

Visits  to  investigate  complaints 

Notifiable  Disease  enquiries 

Notifiable  Disease  disinfections 

Infestations  by  insect  pests 

Infestations  by  rats  and  mice 

Visits  to  premises  re.  Water  Supplies 

Water  Samples  taken 

Visits  to  premises  re.  drainage  to  sewer 
Conversion  of  Pail  Closets  etc. 

Drains  inspected  and  tested 
Sewage  Disposal  Works 

Inspection  of  Swimming  Pools  (Samples  Taken) 

Refuse  Collection 
Refuse  Tips  Controlled 
Refuse  Dumps 
Abandoned  Cars 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960 
Inspections  re.  Smoke/Grit  Nuisances. 

National  Assistance  Act,  19‘^8. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  i960. 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Visits  to  Food  Preparing  Premises 
of  Bakehouses 
of  Butchers ‘ Shops 
of  Cafes ' . 

of  Canteens  including  Schools 
of  Dairies 
of  Fish  Shops 
of  General  Stores 
of  Greengrocers 
of  Ice  Cream  Premises 
of  Mobile  Shops 
of  Public  Houses 
of  Market  Stalls 
and  Visits  to  Slaughterhouses 
of  Knacker's  Yard 

Factories  Act,  I96I  Inspection  re.  Pov/er 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  I963. 
Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  I963. 

Licencing  Act,  I96I. 

Sanitary  Accommodation  in  Clubs  etc. 

Miscellaneous  Visits  and  Inspections 
Waste  Foods  Order 
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Inspec  tions 
Inspec  tions 
Inspections 
Inspections 
Inspections 
Inspections 
Inspections 
Inspections 
Inspec  tions 
Inspections 
Inspections 
Inspections 
Inspections 
Inspections 


52 
171 
162 
324 
272 
136 
240 

170 

53 
16 

2 

151 

37 

1 

19 

5 

3 

65 

39 

2 

2 

11 

12 

52 

184 

42 

115 

15 
2 
1 
7 
2 

13 

1 

32 

10 

12 

4 
1 

36 

3 

4 
4 

6 

20 
829 

11 

3 

16 

17 
2 
1 

337 
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Offices,  Shona  and  n.nil.wav  ir.Co 

th,--  types  of  pre.nlses  registered  under 

thxs  Act,  the  nncber  of  persons  employed  therein,  a.°rihrinLoe 

«ive„  lA  th^  :L':ir:r'- 

on,  Inspections  have  been  maintained  eo  far  as  practio 

ble,  the  standaidis  improving;  and  there  were  no  accidents 
reported  during  the  3^ear.  ^coiaents 

Movable  Dwel  1 i 0^-0. 


No  new  site  licences  v/ere  issued  under  the  Caravan  Sites 
and  Control  of  Deve].op.nen t Act,  1Q60  during’-  t'-<e  voa-  +>  v. 

continuing  to  be  licensed  bein^  10  ^ ® 

Caravans  are  really  no  problem  in  this  District.  Those 
icensed  are  quite  well  maintained  and  the  others  which  appear 

farm  w^r  A"®’  occupl  ef  brcA^Ll 

forms  of  h~rve  Pi <=1  ing  and  other 

nroM  ^ tt^^es.ing.  Generally  speaking  they  do  not  create 
problems  ctlthougn  litrer  is  sometimes  left  behind. 

Atmospheric  Pollution  and  Smoke  Abatem en t 


Complaints  regarding  the  one  industrial  nr 


District  known  t 


emises  v;ithin  the 


. give  ri.se  to  emissioxi  of  smoke  and  Kr"’  t 

ga^erifwfr'tfir"  " complaints  wer;  Investi- 

gated It  was  still  not  practical  to  completely  eliminate  the 

nuisances,  but  there  are  now  more  hopeful  indications  that 

witnin  this  particular  industry  should  produce 
emissions  of  a more  acceptable  standard. 

vH+h  isolated  instances  which  were  adequately  dealt 

vitn,  Ti.ere  were  no  problems  in  other  parts  of  the  District. 

to  1968  for  consents 

u^nace  installations,  were  received  during  the  year. 

Noise  Abatement 

cu  th®  effect  of  noise  and  vibration 

on  health  probably  resulted  in  a nuimber  of  complaints  regerdinv 
this  problem.  The  majority  of  these  were  of  a very  miner  nature 
either  outside  the  scope  of  the  legislation  or  capable  of  being 
' resolved,  but  one  did  call  for  special  attention.  Here, 
the  trouble  was  caused  by  a combination  of  both  noise  and  vibration 
' ®®Pr>ing  out  i.nsulation  of  the  building  housing  the  offend- 
g icaciiinery,  a considerable  improvement  was  effected. 


Vermin  Inf e s ta 


.on 


Little  action  necessary  during  the  year. 
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1 — Flock  aiid  other*  Mata  r'  i a 1 s A c t , 10  5 J 

There  are  no  premises  registered  under  this  Act  and  --o  far 
as  is  knoun,  no  persons  are  operating  in  contravention  of  the 


Common  Lodginrr  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  within  the  Rural  District. 
Swimming  Fools 


There  are  now  three  swimming  pools 
together  with  one  private  pool  to  which 
access . 


in  use  at  primary  schools 
the  village  school  has 


In  general,  all  these  pools  are 
in  accordance  with  the  advice  issued 
of  Health. 


constructed  ani  maintained 
hy  the  County  Medical  Officer 


Regular  advice  was  given  and  routine 
ina ti on  ano.  P .h,  value  of  the  water 


checks  made  regarding 
and  no  problems  arose. 


Rodent  Control 


Although  it  was 
the  year  to  domestic 
with  some  difficulty 
overtime . 


possible  to  provide  an  adequate  service  during 
industrial  premises,  this  w'as  achieved 
and  by  the  two  operatives  working  considerable 


750  non-agricultural  premises,  of  which  ^178  were  infested  b^' 
rats  and  IIC  by  mice;  and  I53  agricultural  premises  of  which  78 
were  infested  by  rats  and  126  by  mice,  ^.ere  inspected  and  where 
necessary  given  the  appropriate  treatment.  In  addition  263 
premises  were  inspected  by  Officers  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
where  other  duties  v/ere  the  primary  reason  for  the  visit  and  of 
these  41  v.-ere  found  to  be  infested  by  rats  and  48  by  mice. 

Although  these  figures  vary  very  little  from  previous  yea-^s 
the  problem  seems  to  be  that  rats  and  particularly  mice  are 
becoming  rnucn  more  difficult  to  control.  The  work  has  become 
\ ery  higniy  technical  and  it  is  no  longer  possible  to  achieve  good 
results  with  such  comparative  ease  as  when  Warfarin  f'irst  becerni^ 
available . 


The  same  operators  are 
and  as  1971  w'as  again  a bad 
extremely  difficult  to  cope 
period . 


used  for 
year  for 
with  the 


the  control  of  wa.sps  and  bees 
these  insects,  it  was 
complaints  during  the  peak 


Fac  tori es 


Information  regarding  premises  falling  within 
the  Factories  Act  and  of  inspections  made,  is  given 
form  on  page  Z'~'  . 
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FACTOlURS  ACT,  1Q6  1 


Particulai's  of  tlie  pi'emises  re/;istered  by  the  Couacil  under  the 
Factories  Act,  I96I,  and  of  the  inspections  made,  are  to  be  found  as 
f ollows ; - 


(1)  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(includins  inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


(ll)  Cases  in  v.'hich  DEFECTS  were  found:  — 
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Part  VIII  of  tho  Act 
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HOUSING 

The  number  of  additional  units  of  accommodation  provided 
in  tlae  District  during  1971  decrea^3e  of  106  on  the 

previous  year's  figure. 

Details  are  as  follows 

New  Council  Houses,  Flats  and  Flatlets 
Private  Enterprise  Houses 
Conversion  of  oth.ei'  buildings 


Less:  Cases  of  recondi tioning  where 

units  of  accommodation  were 
reduced : - 

Number  of  dwellings  lost 
Number  of  properties  demolished 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  h^h  outstanding 
applications  for  housing  accommodation,  an  increase  of  88  on 
the  previous  year.  The  percentage  of  tiie  total  knov/n  to  be  in 
genuine  nnd  urgent  need  for  re-housing  is  comparatively  low, 
i.e.  about  20  per  cent. 

During  the  year  the  Coi;ncil  completed  23  units  of 
accommodation  which  was  a decrease  on  1970.  The  Housing 
programine  for  1971  allowed  for  further  units  at  Hatfield 
Peverel  and  Rayne . 

Tlie  23  new  units  produced  w-ere  at  the  Central  Area, 
Hatfield  Peverel. 


23 

156 

^ 180 


h 

16  20_ 

160 


7^  dwellings  v/ere  modernised  to  varying  degrees  and  of 
these  hG  received  assistance  from  the  Council  by  v/ay  of  either 
a Discretionary  or  Standard  Improvement  Gra.nt. 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  made 
during  the  year. 

Housing  ( Financial  Provisions ) Ac t , 19  58. 

House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959 • 

Housin':  Acts.  1?6 l./l^^L/l969  . 

Figures  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1971‘~ 

Discretionary  Standard 

Grant  Schemes  Grant  Scheme 


(a^ 

Nunber  of  Applications  rec'd. 

42 

22 

(b) 

Number  of  Applications  approved 
by  Council 

4l 

21 

(c) 

Number  of  improved  dwellings 
resulting  from  works  at  (b) 

'43 

21 

(d; 

Number  of  improved  dwellings 
completed 

27 

19 

(e) 

Total  amount  involved  in  Grants 
approved 

£23,961  £31,^279 

£5, 3 18 

(f) 

Actual  amount  paid  ir  respect  of- 

the 

Standard  Grant  schemes  comoleted  at  (d)  £ 3, ^7^*95 
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IXSl’ECTION  .VXD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Su'-'o]  \'  and  Dairies 

Eleven  distributors  and  one  dairy  remain  registered  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations. 

All  Licences  for  Designated  Milks  are  dealt  with  by  the 
Essex  Coimty  Council. 

Brucella  Abortus 

There  were  no  cases  of  Brucellosis  notified  as  a resxilt  of 
samples  taken  by  the  Essex  County  Council. 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

No  sa:nples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year  owing  to 
the  difficulty  in  obtaining  a freezing  niediini  for  use  in  transit 
to  the  laboratories. 

Meat  Inspection 

Tabular  information  on  this  aspect  of  the  work  is  given  on 
the  next  page.  Uhilst  the  number  of  the  various  animals  killed 
differs  very  little  from  last  year,  and  indeed  from  the  past  few 
years,  the  percentages  of  animals  affected  with  disease  (other 
than  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci)  show's  a marked  drop.  Similarly, 
as  might  be  expected,  there  is  a considerable  reduction  in  the  total 
amount  of  meat  condemned.  As  there  has  been  no  change  in  the 
standard  of  inspection  this  could  indicate  an  improvement  in  the 
quality  of  animals  being  presented  for  slaughter. 

The  only  Tuberculosis  found  was  in  a very  small  percentage 
of  pigs  and  once  again  there  was  no  Cys ticercosis  detected,  again 
an  indication  that  this  is  on  the  decline. 

100^  of  all  food  animals  killed  ’.vere  inspected  as  required  by 
the  1963  Inspection  Regu3.ations . 

The  Ministry's  Inspectors  continue  to  pay  routine  visits  to 
the  three  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  as  and  w'hen  they  are 
able,  and  apart  from  minor  details  they  did  not  find  many  short- 
comings. Their  advice  on  unusual  problems  w'hich  still  continue 
to  be  met  in  meat  inspection  is  readily  available  and  is  very 
much  appreciated. 

In  addition  to  the  carcase  meat  condemned  the  follow'ing 
articles  of  food  w'ere  similarly  dealt  w’ith:- 


47  tins  of  Meat 
1 tin  of  Macaroni  Pudding 
116  eggs 


86  tins  of  Fruit 
6 tins  of  Fish 
120  Packets  of  Frozen  Foods 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1935- 

There  were  few  complaints  of  unsound  or  ixnfit  foods  received 
from  householders  and  these  w'ere  of  a compa-re  tively  minor  nature. 
Each  w'as  however  fully  investigated  either  within  the  District  or 
w'ith  the  co-operation  of  the  Authority  concerned. 
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It  is  certain  that  there  must  be  other  cases  of  unsound 
food  than  are  reported,  but  housewives  are  Icnov^n  to  have  a 
certain  reluctance  Co  pass  on  complaints  to  the  Council  and 
often  just  return  the  offending  article  to  the  shop  from 
which  it  is  bought.  This,  of  course,  does  not,  help 
Authorities  in  their  efforts  to  produce  and  maintain 
satisfactory  food  products. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  during  the  year. 
ypod  Hygiene  Regulations 


Tabular  information  showing  the  nturiber  and  types  of 
premises  falling  within  the  scope  of  these  Regulations  and 
giving  certain  additional  information  as  required  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  is  set  out  overleaf. 

Routine  Inspections  were  maintained  as  far  as  possible 
v.'i  th  emphasis  on  these  premises  v'here  open  food  is  sold. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  P.I^aULATIONS . I960. 

Nuinbei*  of  Pi^enises  in  District 


1 . Bakeries  ...  ...  ...  6 

2.  Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ih 

3.  Catering  Es tablishanen ts  ...  ... 

4.  Ice  Creani  ...  ...  ...  10 

5.  Grocery  and  General  Stores  ...  ...  55 

6 . Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  58 


Co'nphying  with 
Regulation  l6 
(1) 

Regulation  19 
Applicable 
(2) 

■■■  - ■ 

Complying  with 
Regulation  19 

Balcer  ies 

6 

6 

6 

Butchers 

14 

l4 

12 

Catering 

Es  tabli shment 

34 

34 

34 

Ice  Cream 

10 

10 

n 

A 

Grocery  and 
General  Stores 

49 

55 

54 

Public  Houses 

57 

- 

62 

6o 

(l)  Provision  of  wash  hand  basin  with  hot  and  cold 
running  v;ater. 

Provision  of  sink  v.’ith  hot  and  cold  running 
v;ater . 


(2) 
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